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Club Guide:

The Complete Guide to Protecting Your Golf Clubs in Ireland’s Damp
Climate

For golfers in Ireland, the game is defined as much by its majestic landscapes as by its
unpredictable, often damp, weather. While this adds to the charm, it presents a unique set of
challenges for the maintenance and longevity of your golf equipment. Leaving clubs in a
damp garage, a steamy car boot, or simply failing to dry them properly after a typical drizzly
round can silently undermine their performance and drastically shorten their lifespan. This
guide provides a comprehensive, tailored to Irish conditions, explaining exactly how to
protect your investment from the insidious effects of moisture, temperature swings, and
neglect.

Understanding the Irish Climate’s Impact on Golf Clubs

Ireland’s temperate maritime climate, with its frequent rainfall and high humidity, is the
primary adversary. Moisture is a relentless enemy that attacks clubs in several ways:

e Shaft Corrosion: While modern graphite shafts are corrosion-resistant, water can seep
into the microscopic fibres around the hosel or under ferrule caps, potentially
compromising the epoxy bond over time. For steel shafts, moisture left on the surface
can lead to rust, especially under grips where it goes unnoticed. This rust can weaken the
shaft and create rough patches that damage gloves and hands.

e Grip Degradation: As detailed in our previous article, moisture combined with dirt creates
a corrosive soup that breaks down rubber compounds. In damp storage conditions (like a
garage), grips never truly dry out, accelerating hardening and loss of tack.

e Clubhead Damage: Moisture trapped in the clubhead’s crevices—especially on forged
irons or in the screw ports of adjustable drivers—can cause rust and corrosion. For irons
and wedges, wet conditions mean dirt and sand stick more readily to the face and
grooves, acting as an abrasive that accelerates wear during impact.

e Ferrule Issues: The small plastic collar (ferrule) that sits between the hosel and shaft is
prone to lifting or becoming loose due to repeated wetting and drying cycles.



e Bag & Component Rot: A perpetually damp golf bag can develop mould, mildew, and a
foul odour. The internal dividers and stitching can weaken, while zippers may corrode.

The Post-Round Ritual: Drying Your Clubs Correctly

The single most important habit you can adopt is a thorough post-round drying routine. Don’t
just toss your bag in the boot and forget about it until next weekend.

Step 1: Start at the Course (or Car Park)

Before you even leave the club, take a moment. Remove your clubs from the bag one by one.
Use a dry, absorbent towel (carry a dedicated “drying towel” in your bag) to vigorously wipe
down the entire club:

e Clubhead: Scrub the face, grooves, sole, and back to remove all grass, mud, and sand. Pay
special attention to wedge grooves.

e Hosel and Ferrule: Dry this junction carefully, as it’s a key moisture trap.

e Shaft: Wipe the entire length of the shaft to remove water droplets and fingerprints.

Step 2: The At-Home Deep Dry
Once home, this process continues. Never store clubs in a sealed or confined space while
damp.

1. Empty the Bag Completely: Take all clubs, balls, tees, and accessories out.

2. The Upright Method: Stand your clubs upright, with the grips at the top, in a dry, indoor
area (like a utility room or hallway). Crucially, remove the headcovers from your woods
and putter. Headcovers trap moisture against the clubhead and shaft, creating a perfect
environment for rust and mildew. Let them air dry separately.

3. Dry the Grips: As per our grip care guide, if grips are particularly wet or slick, wash them
with mild soapy water, rinse, and dry thoroughly. Focus on getting the butt end dry, where
water can seep under the grip cap.

4. Dry the Bag: Turn your golf bag upside down and shake out any debris, grass, or water.
Wipe the interior and exterior with a dry cloth. If it’s very wet, leave it open in a well-
ventilated area overnight.

Smart Storage: Creating a Safe Haven

Where you store your clubs between rounds is critical, especially in Ireland. The common
pitfalls are the garage and the car boot.

e Why to Avoid the Garage: Most Irish garages are unheated, prone to damp, and
experience significant temperature fluctuations. This humid, cool environment is where
condensation forms on metal surfaces (like shafts and clubheads), leading directly to
rust. It’s the worst possible place for long-term storage.

e Why to Avoid the Car Boot: The boot is a death sentence for clubs. In summer, it becomes
an oven, baking the grips and weakening epoxy. In winter, it’s a fridge. Year-round, it’s a
sealed box where any residual moisture from a rainy round is trapped, guaranteeing
corrosion and grip mould.



The Ideal Storage Solution:

Store your clubs indoors, in a climate-controlled part of your home. A cupboard under the
stairs, a dedicated corner of a utility room, or even a spacious closet is perfect. The
consistent, drier air of your living space will preserve the equipment. If space is limited,
simply ensuring they are kept in a dry, room-temperature environment away from direct heat
sources (like radiators) is sufficient.

Long-Term & Seasonal Protection in a Humid Climate
For the off-season or extended periods of non-use, extra steps are warranted:

1. Deep Cleaning: Give every club a comprehensive clean and dry as outlined above.

2. Grip Inspection: Feel for hardening or slickness. Consider a pre-storage regrip if they are
nearing end-of-life, so they are fresh when you next play.

3. Shaft Protection: For steel shafts, a very light wipe with a silicone cloth (the type used for
gun maintenance) can provide a thin, protective layer against ambient humidity. Avoid
getting any silicone on the grips.

4. Clubhead Care: Apply a light coat of a rust-inhibiting oil (like WD-40 Specialist Corrosion
Inhibitor) to the faces of forged irons or the soles of metals. Spray it onto a cloth first,
then wipe it on thinly, buffing off any excess.

5. Bag Storage: Store the bag empty, clean, and unzipped in a dry place. Consider stuffing it
with newspaper or a moisture-absorbing bag to keep its shape and absorb any residual
damp.

Additional Irish-Specific Tips

e Investin a Quality Rain Hood: A full-length, waterproof rain hood for your golf bag is
essential. It keeps the bulk of the water out during the round, making the post-round dry-
down much easier.

e Use All-Weather Grips: Consider regripping with specialised all-weather or corded grips.
These are designed to perform better in wet conditions and are often more resistant to
moisture-related degradation.

e The “Damp-Rid” Trick: If you must store clubs in a slightly damp area (like a shed), place a
commercial moisture absorber like DampRid or even an open box of baking soda inside
your golf bag to control humidity levels.

e Regular Inspection: Make it a habit to visually inspect your clubs every few weeks. Check
ferrules for lifting, look for rust spots on shafts (especially under the grips), and ensure
screw-in adaptors on drivers are clean and dry.

Conclusion: A Dry Club is a Faithful Club

In Ireland, protecting your golf clubs is less about aggressive maintenance and more about
consistent, sensible care rooted in an understanding of the climate. The philosophy is simple:
moisture is the enemy, and consistent dryness is the cure. By adopting the disciplined post-
round drying ritual and committing to intelligent indoor storage, you are not just wiping down
equipment—you are preserving the precision engineering of your shafts, the responsive feel
of your clubheads, and the secure connection of your grips. This proactive approach saves



significant money on premature repairs and replacements, but more importantly, it ensures
that when you pull a club from the bag on a crisp morning at Lahinch or a misty evening in the
Dublin mountains, it performs exactly as intended. Treat your clubs with the same respect
you have for the game itself, and they will reward you with reliability, round after round,
season after season.
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